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Molima Home, Dedza , Malawi - meet the newest children 

On the cover page, Elicy, aged 6, is an only child whose father 
died from AIDS in Lilongwe Hospital.  Her mother is in poor health 
and living in extreme poverty. She likes helping the older girls and 
although young, she says she’d like to be a teacher.   

Jackline, left, is 9 years of age. 
Admission was requested by the village 
chief in September this year – she has a 
tragic background.   Both her parents 
died from malaria, her mother dying 
whilst giving birth to her 9th child who also 
died.  Jackling was living with a relative 
who illtreated her.    But she’s now at 
Molima where she will receive love and 
care.  She likes reading books and 
playing netball.   

Esther and Stella 
both age 9, are from 
the same village.  
Stella lost both 
parents within 6 
months and was 
living with her 79 year 
old grandmother who 
was finding it difficult 
to get food       Left to right – Sophie, Esther, Hannah, Stella and Carri 

Esther’s father died after being ill for 18months; her mother is in 
poor health and trying to do piece work to be able to feed her other 
three children. They followed Sophie and Hannah everywhere 
during their visit in April this year. 
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What a difference two years make… 

Laurent and Humphrey are two boys 
at the front of the picture above.  They 
are wearing striped t-shirts, and 
looking ‘cool’.   They are said to be 
hilariously funny!  Also in the picture 
are Jamie(left), part of the team 
visiting Molima, and George Banda 
(right). 

The picture (left) shows Lawrent and 
Humphrey at the time of admission to 
Molima two years ago.    They were 
found living on the streets. 

Your generosity is making a 
   difference 
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Team Orfund visit Molima Home May 2019 

Every couple of years, Orfund trustees aim to send a trustee or 
sponsor to Molima, in order to gain an ‘on the ground’ update of 
how the home is running, what the pressures are, and what 
good outcomes there have been.  It enables the trustees to 
ensure that your sponsorship and donations are being used 
appropriately. It is a face to face opportunity to encourage Wezi, 
George and Ruth Banda, to thank them for their hard work, and 
to reassure them that as long as funds allow, they will receive 
support from Orfund. 

In May 2019, Carri Hall, our newest trustee, visited with Sophie 
and Jamie Hodge and their friend Hannah.   It was an 
opportunity for Sophie and Jamie to renew old friendships with 
the children and carers at Molima.  

Left to right – Sophie, Hannah, Wezi, Ruth, Carri, George and Jamie 
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cont….. 

How pleased the children were 
to see the team members and 
how smart the children and 
young people all looked in their 
school uniforms, funded by 
Orfund.  They are also wearing 
the new shoes taken out to  
them by the Team. The shoe- 
buying in the UK required quite 
a bit of liaison with George re 
shoe sizes and they took a few 
extra pairs too. Fortunately it 
worked out just right!! 
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Amazing 1000-mile bike ride! 

Sophie and Jamie Hodge are two Orfund sponsors, living in 
Cumbria, who do not do things in a half-hearted way.  Their 
passion for the children at Molima and local children in Dedza 
motivated them to plan a 1000-mile bike ride during the summer 
from Ullswater, Cumbria to Lake Garda in Italy – the Cumbrian 
Lakes to the Italian Lakes.  

Remarkably they have 
raised £1742.56 in 
sponsorship money to date, 
to enable the purchase of 
desks for Dedza primary 
school.    

You will remember that 
Orfund paid for two 
classrooms to be built and 
equipped in 2017, at a cost 

of £17,000.   This helped a reduction in class size for the 
reception class from about 120 to 90 children  per class.  Some 
desks were provided as part of that project, but Jamie and 
Sophie saw the poor conditions in other classrooms. The 
children needed to sit on  damp ground for their lessons.  The 
poor learning environment takes its toll, with only 25% of pupils 
graduating from primary to secondary school.   This is in the 
context of only 10% of children in Malawi going to school. 

Including Gift Aid, the sum is 
now  £2048. 

Congratulations Jamie and 
Sophie and thank you!   We 
know the ride wasn’t all flat 
and downhill!  
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The children sit 3 or 4 to a 
desk but what a difference it 
makes to have some 
furniture.   

Wezi and George give huge 
support and encouragement 
to the children at Molima for 
their education. For example, 
Caroline came to Molima at 

age 8 and could not read or write, but George taught her.  Orfund 
have agreed to pay for a tutor to give extra tuition to Malikebo, 
Agnes, Witness and Howard who have the potential to pass 
exams for secondary school.  In Malawi, children can only go to 
secondary school if they achieve the necessary grade, which 
means that many children attend primary school to the age of 16.  

Well done to Zetalina (13), Martha (16) and Sellina (16) who 
passed their exams and are attending secondary school now.  
Also congratulations to Dickson who finishes his Journalism 
Course in December.  At the end of last year he made a debut 
performance on national radio, reading the evening news.  Wezi 
listened to it proudly!  We look forward to news that he gets a job 
very soon. 

Next big project at Molima for 2020 – convert the woodshed 
In discussion with Wezi and George, it is clear that they need a 
room where children can do their homework, as well as eat and 
relax – the communal area is too small, with just some plain 
‘classroom type’ chairs and no tables.    The solution is to convert 
the woodshed into a dining room/ sitting area with tables and 
chairs.   
Cost – about £6000.  Would you be willing to undertake some 
specific fund-raising for this project please? 
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The crops are growing 
– maize, sweet potato
and beans.   There is a
bull for fertilizer), pigs,
rabbits and chickens
too.  A cow is needed
next. The children have
chance to develop their
agricultural skills.
Despite all the best

efforts of teachers and staff at Molima, many of the children will 
leave school with no qualifications.  Malawi is 
largely a subsistence economy so 
it’s important that some of the 
children learn skills that they can 
use as adults when they are living 
in their villages and working on 
the land. 

  Water  pump 

Games in the field 
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A relaxed time together  

Agnes and Malikebu with their 
tutor (centre) 

Saying 
goodbye 
was hard 
for all 
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How Orfund money has been spent during 2019 

The following gives an outline of main expenditure at Molima this year: 
- £1115 (converted to kwatcha with £10 bank charge) per month for 
 running costs. The  increase of about £150 is primarily due inflation, but 
 also the weaker pound. Inflation in Malawi has been around 10% with 
 food being 12% at the beginning of 2019.  It costs about £50 more per 
 month to provide for the children and their carers.  Our trustee Carri 
 Hall is assured from the work undertaken by the team during the visit 
 this summer that money is being used wisely by Wezi and George. 
- £430 agreed every two years to cover cost of emptying the septic tank 
- £64 for hospital treatment and a blood pressure monitor for Wezi to 
  save her visiting the hospital in Lilongwe so regularly 
- £715 for additional building costs to complete the exterior wall 
- £1460 for final year of Dickson’s boarding, tuition and exam fees 
- £600 on gifts for Team Orfund to take to the children in April or to 
  buy there –including backpacks, waterproof jackets, footballs, shoes, 
  haircutter (we are grateful for some specific donations for shoes) 
- £500 in March/April  to buy 15 extra bags of maize to last  2  months as 
  the country was running short of maize and costs were  rising 
- £950 for the repair of the submersible water pump that had been struck 
  by lightening and put out of action.  This ensures that Molima can be 
  self-sufficient with water. 
- £700 for chickens, feed and equipment. 
Team Orfund paid for their own flights and accommodation to Dedza, 
which was a a very generous gift to Orfund’s work.  Orfund refunded 
some of the costs for malaria, rabies and Hepatitis B injections.  Our 
admin costs are very low – postage, printing newsletter, phone calls to 
Dedza, bank charges, update of website.  

Two recent donations from Coads Green Methodist Church (£500) and 
Trebullett Methodist Church (£100), in Launceston will cover the cost of 
Christmas gifts for the children and carers and a special meal, with a 
further amount going towards the children’s tuition fees.   Thank you.  
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Message from Graham Young - Chair of Orfund Trustees 

You may have noticed that my message this year is at the back of the 
newsletter – demoted!    We want the pictures to tell the story of the 
great work that you are enabling to take place at Molima.  You see 
pictures of happy children, with natural smiles and laughter.  We know 
with confidence that Wezi, George and Ruth Banda are giving children 
and young people love, care and support, good food and good 
educational support.   We are thrilled that Dickson has finished his 
Journalism  course.   Our aspiration for all children who come to Molima 
with so little and often so much sadness from family loss is that they 
emerge as confident young citizens who have a hope for a better future 
and a job or career that will sustain them in their adulthood.  

Social Welfare in Dedza have been considering a way of supporting and 
re-integrating children in their villages but the needs of children are 
overwhelming, and there are now 24 children and young people at 
Molima. 

There was a period of political and social unrest in the middle of the year 
during elections – this gave some concern to the carers about security at 
Molima and in the town, but fortunately has settled now.   There are still 
economic challenges in Malawi, particularly with the price of food, so we 
have responded positively to Wezi and George’s requests for funding for 
secure walling for the grain, fertiliser, a bull and chickens. 

Please continue your giving.  Encourage your friends and relatives to 
make a one-off donation, for example in lieu of a birthday present, and 
use your community links with clubs and associations to 
hold a coffee morning or a sponsorship event.    Champion 
Molima children! 

We wish you a Happy Christmas and a happy, healthy 2020. 



Charity Registration: 289546 
Website: www.orfund.org   Email: office@orfund.org 
Orfund Registered Address: 
17 Westham Close  POOLE Dorset  BH17 9HW. 
Tel: 01202 383128 
Trustees:  Graham Young  David Joannides Wendy Stuart 
Jackie Last  Carri Hall 
Bank details:  Sort Code 20-68-79  
Account Number: 60678902 
Please email us to let us know about any bank transfer as we 
may be able to claim an extra 25% Gift Aid.  Thank  you! 

You give hope to children who had little hope -   
please continue to give generously.    Every small 
donation helps, as well as ongoing sponsorship.   


